
Conference Overview 

 

Thursday, February 15th, 2018 
 
8:15am – 8:45am – Registration Opens 
9:15am – Opening Prayer 
                 Traditional Welcome-Skip Dick 
                 Traditional Drum Song- ANSWER 

      Welcome-MLA Randall Garrison 
       Housing keeping Items 
9:45am – Keynote Speaker-Jack Saddleback 
10:30am- Nutrition Break/Information Sessions 
11:15am- Speaker Kelvin Redvers- WE MATTER 
12:00pm- Lunch at VNFC 
12:30pm- Information Booths 
1:00-2:30pm- Workshops Session A 
2:30-3:00pm- Nutrition Break/Information Booths 
3:00-4:30pm- Workshops Session B 
4:30pm – End of the Day- Door prize draw 
 
 
Friday, February 16th, 2018 
 
9:15am – Youth Panel Presentation  
10:00am- Nutrition Break/Information Booths 
10:30am- Workshops Session C 
12:00pm- Lunch at VNFC 
12:30pm- Information Booths-Grand Prize Draw 
1:00-2:30pm- Workshop Session D  
2:30-3:00pm-Conference Wrap Up 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Speakers and Workshop Presenters 

Jack Saddleback– Keynote Speaker 

Jack Saddleback is an award-winning artist who delves into many art mediums that cover such 

topics as gender, sexuality and race. Jack is a Cree two-spirit transgender gay man from the 

Samson Cree Nation in Maskwacis, Alberta. Growing up as a genderqueer child, he faced 

bullying and discrimination at school and in his community. He was diagnosed with severe 

depression. With the help of conventional therapy in conjunction with traditional Cree 

ceremonies that place a holistic lens on recovery, he was able to overcome his depression. As 

president of the University of Saskatchewan Students’ Union for the 2014-15 academic year, 

Jack worked to promote mental health among undergraduate students. Along with mental 

health activism, he advocates for gender and sexual diversity issues, two-spirit issues, and 

HIV/AIDS. He understands that all people need to speak up and inspire one another to take 

charge of their own recovery. 

 

Tunchai Redvers & Kelvin Redvers (We Matter) – Keynote Speaker/Presenters 

Tunchai Redvers is a Dene/Metis and queer/two-spirit poet, speaker, and social justice warrior 

from the Northwest Territories who is working to indigenize identity, mental health, healing 

and self-love. At age 23 she is a Master of Indigenous Social Work student, her writing has been 

published in numerous works, she has been named one of the Top 10 Drivers of Change in 

Canada, and has been featured in various national media outlets for her advocacy surrounding 

Indigenous youth. Alongside her brother, she is the co-founder of We Matter, a national 

campaign and organization spreading love, hope and life to Indigenous youth. 

Kelvin Redvers is an Indigenous filmmaker, born and raised in the Northwest Territories. He 

began making films at the age of 15, and has won numerous awards locally and 

internationally for his work in narrative filmmaking, documentary, and journalism. In 2016, 

along with his sister, they launched the We Matter Campaign to help support Indigenous youth 

across Canada.  

 

 

 



 

Brae Carnes-  Youth Panel Presenter 

Brae Carnes is a trans rights activist, model, and cosmetologist currently working at Zennkai 

Salon in Victoria B.C. Brae was raised Braeden Gabriel Carnes in Victoria and began her 

transition from male to female in 2013. Through this time Brae has recovered from personal 

battles with mental illness, gender dysphoria, and addiction. She believes her experience 

strength and hope as a young member of the LGBTQ to be a privilege to be shared with those 

who may be questioning their own identity or struggling with themselves in any way. 

Lux Welsh-Youth Panel Presenter 

Lux is a non-binary youth worker and community organizer who has been involved with UVic Pride, the 

2-Spirit, Queer and Trans Youth Drop-In, the LGBTQ2+ Hang Out, QVic, Alt Pride, the Sidney Youth Clinic, 

Ambit Gender Diversity Consulting, Big Sibs/Little Sibs, Outlet Open Mics and the Victoria Youth Clinic. 

They are so excited to be sharing space with so many amazing people during the conference! 

Martin Morberg- Presenter 

Martin Morberg is a 2 spirited Tlingit and Northern Tutchone young man from the Yukon 

Territory. He is currently living in Victoria, BC and works for Vancouver Island Persons Living 

with HIV/AIDS Society and is a Youth Mentor on the National Indigenous Youth Council on 

Sexual Health and HIV. Martin has recovered from addictions that lasted over 17 years and 

believes that his lived experiences will play a vital role in his dream to become the help he 

needed so badly while growing up as a youth at risk.  He is looking at pursuing a career in Social 

Work and is passionate about working with aboriginal youth in addictions and in the field of 

HIV/AIDS activism.  

Chase Blodgett- Presenter 

Chase Blodgett is an activist, educator, speaker and consultant on matters pertaining to gender 
and sexuality. Chase is the leading Transgender Human Rights activist in the Yukon Territory 
and is engaged in National dialogues. He was a crowd favorite at the Moving Trans Histories 
Forward Conference in Victoria BC, the largest transgender conference in Canadian History. He 
is one of 34 “youth” named to CC-UNESCO’s Youth Advisory Group which allows him to insure 
that trans and non-binary voices are included in National and International dialogues aimed at 
eliminating gender based oppression. Chase is the founder of All Genders Yukon, a support 
group for individuals who are exploring gender identity, and for the folks who love them. He 
works at grassroots levels alongside Senior policy advisors. Chase advises Government 
Ministers, Political parties and has delivered training to Whitehorse Mayor Dan Curtis and his 
staff. Chase holds a vision for a world in which all individuals are free to express their gender 



fully and without limitation. Chase’s story of love and acceptance through the Whitehorse 
Women’s Hockey Association has been featured on Rogers Hometown Hockey with Ron 
McLean and the #HostwithprideAirBnB campaign which received over 2 million views and 
spread their message of love with the world.  
 

 

Eric Misener-Presenter 

Eric Misener was the first openly gay male police officer hired to a department in the Victoria 
area (but not the last).   Eric went to university at the University of Windsor and Lakehead 
University.    While at Lakehead he was the grad student commissioner and LGBT advisor for the 
Lakehead University Student Union.    Eric is a self-professed fish nerd and has spent many 
years in Northern and southern Ontario dealing with student and LGBT issues.    
 

Heather McKenzie-Presenter 

Heather McKenzie is the Youth Outreach Educator at AIDS Vancouver Island. She offers 

workshops to youth throughout the South Island communities, discussing topics like sexual 

health, harm reduction, HIV/AIDS, Hepatitis C, safer tattooing and piercing, and more. She 

works on-site at the AIDS Vancouver Island office and is available for one-on-one education, 

support, and referrals. She also runs two 8-week training series per year: one for queer and 

trans youth, and the other for youth who use drugs. She is a cis, femme, white settler who was 

born on the traditional territory of the Songhees First Nation. She provides education for youth 

around HIV, Hepatitis C, healthy sexuality, and harm reduction. She works across greater 

Victoria with various pockets of youth to promote greater levels of health and wellbeing for all 

young people in community.  

Renata Hindle- Presenter 

Renata Hindle is the Manager of the Suicide Education & Awareness Program at NEED2 Suicide 

Prevention Education and Support. Renata has a background in supporting youth and other 

community members in mental health, drugs and alcohol and emergency preparedness.  

Trish Pal- Presenter 

Trish Pal is a 2spirit (queer and genderqueer) Red River Metis person who spent a significant 

amount of their life on Cree and Blackfoot territory. They have been an uninvited visitor to 

Lkwungen, Esquimalt, and W̱SÁNEĆ territories since the fall of 2008 when they came to work 

on their BSW, Indigenous Specialization. Trish’s work is grounded in harm reduction and social 

justice through a decolonizing lens. When not at AVP, this prairie kid can be found seeking out 



sunbeams, organizing in the community, working at AVI, and cuddling their handsome 

catboyfriend Joseph the Brave. 

 

Captain Snowden- Presenter 

Captain is super excited to have joined AVP as the Outreach Coordinator. captain lives 

uninvited on the territory of the Lekwungen and WSÁNEĆ peoples. Their background is in social 

justice,  outreach, counselling, harm reduction, somatic sex education and sidewalk poetry. 

captain has an undergrad in women’s studies & sociology and a masters and doctorate in 

human sexuality. Currently, captain uses the pronoun they/them, identifies as a genderqueer- 

queer radical faery- faggot witch and is in love with the ocean. captain’s newest love is a poo-

triever (golden doodle) named Bruce. 

Jeremy Jones-Presenter 

Jeremy Jones, is of Coast Salish ancestry coming out of the nation of Snaw-Naw-As (Nanoose 

First Nation) on Vancouver Island. He is a 31-year-old, two-spirit, resolution health support 

worker with Indian residential school survivors society. Jeremy has been speaking in the 

LGBTQ2 Community for a number of years, delivering information from a cultural sensitive 

perspective and Indigenous Worldview.  

Allicia Chalifour HepC BC Education and Prevention Society-Presenter 

Allicia Chalifour, Plains Cree and Metis from the Province of Saskatchewan, has been a visitor 
on the Coast Salish Territory for over 5 years.  
Allicia has worked for HepCBC, is currently a student in her 4th year of colleges, and is a certified 
Indigenous family support worker. Allicia has lived-experience with HepC, completing the 
treatment 5 years ago; she has remained cured of HepC since.   
Learn the necessary basics to protect yourself, and your friends and family, by getting actual 
knowledge, hearing personal stories, doing relevant games, and seeing a short video TBA at the 
HepCBC workshop. 
 

Needs2-Presenter 

ASIST (Applied Suicide Intervention Skills Training) is a two-day skills-building 

workshop that prepares caregivers and community members of all kinds to provide 

suicide first aid interventions. Professionals, volunteers and informal helpers all need to 

know how to help persons with thoughts of suicide in ways that increase their safety. 

 

 



 

 

Workshops 

*****If you are registering for the Assist Suicide Prevention Workshop you will 

be required to be in session from 9am to 5pm both days.  

Feb 15th, 2018 Session A- 1:00pm-2:30pm Choose One only 

Jack Saddleback- Workshop  

Workshop description TBA  

Chase Blodgett- If You Really Knew Me 

Have you ever felt alone? Do you desire to have more meaningful connections with your peers? 
Do you feel like people only see your image, but not the real you?  Do you hide your true 
thoughts and feelings inside you out of fear that if others really knew them they would reject 
you? 
This workshop explores the images we create for ourselves and others that limit our ability to 
connect in an authentic manner. Participants will have an opportunity to develop and practice 
tools that foster authentic connection.  
This workshop is suitable for youth and adults who desire to connect with others in a more 
meaningful way. The workshop is experiential in nature and encourages active participation in 
an environment where everybody feels safe, loved and celebrated. 

 
VSA Project Respect  

 
VSA Project Respect offers a two-session interactive workshop for youth 12-19. The workshop, 

led by a multi-gendered facilitation team, educates youth about what sexualized violence is and 

why it happens, and explores what we can all be doing to prevent it from happening in the first 

place. Using fun games, interactive discussion, role plays, and other activities, our workshops 

create a space for participants to explore their role in creating safer communities. Participants 

will challenge gender stereotypes, develop the knowledge and language to express their sexual 

values and boundaries, and practice being an active bystander. Youth are challenged to think 

critically about messages they receive from the media and their peers about sexuality. 

Eric Misener-Police & LGBT Interactions: The Tragedy & The Hopes 

Cst Eric Misener of Saanich Police will discuss the tragedies of how police have dealt with the 
LGBT in the past and how we are making progress.   There is hope for the future as police are 



making efforts to learn, listen and interact positively with those in the LGBT community.   This 
presentation will be interactive and will allow plenty of time for participants to ask questions 
about current police practices as well as life experiences of Cst Misener.    
 
 Session B- 3:00pm -4:30pm 

Martin Moorberg- TRUTHTALK#(Surviving Crystal Meth)  
 
Target Group: Gay males 15-30 – All Welcome. This information will be shared through a 
personal story and information session on drug awareness. 
The goal of sharing these lived experiences is to give in-depth awareness to a younger 
generation on topics such as: trauma driven addictions, crystal meth, bath houses, online sex, 
sexual consent, sexually transmitted diseases and dangers of unprotected sex, HIV/HCV, self-
awareness, self-acceptance and recovery. I would like to give insight into the world of crystal 
meth and gay sex. This is not a war story, nor is it a story about a victim. This strength based 
vocal presentation will shine light on issues that need to be talked about. How often does 
society sweep these issues under the rug? You don’t learn about these things in school, yet they 
are a reality for many aboriginals running from remote communities into Canada’s urban city 
centers. The main objective is to educate and give awareness to young aboriginals who may be 
at risk.  
Storytelling has been used as a traditional teaching method for generations before us. This is 
#TRUTHTALK, not a diagram or brochure. This is not a poster campaign or website. This is a 
human experience. The drug awareness information session will include: Crystal meth and HIV 
& Chemsex (Drugs and Men who have sex with Men) 
 

Tunchai Redvers & Kelvin Redvers-We Matter: Identity, Culture, Hope & Strength 

Tunchai and Kelvin will discuss how our Identity as Aboriginal people is really important to our 

story. This workshop will help workshop participants to identify their gifts and strengths, by 

using creative outlets to be in touch with our experiences and feelings. This workshop will also 

an interactive approach to seeing and exploring our true selves. Participants will join in taking 

the #HopePact.  

Hep C-BC 

HepCBC Hepatitis C Education and Prevention Society wants youth to know the importance Hep 
C has in today’s world because this viral infection is not well understood- it’s spread by blood 
coming into contact with another’s blood but it can be passed on easier than you think in 
several different ways. Many Canadians of all generations do not even realize they have it, and 
Hep C can leave you very ill after many years and may result in liver cancer. But there is now a 
cure for Hep C. 
Learn the necessary basics to protect yourself, and your friends and family, by getting actual 
knowledge, hearing personal stories, doing relevant games, and seeing a short video TBA at the 
HepCBC workshop. 



Feb 16th, 2018 - Session C-10:30am – 12:00pm 

  

Lulu Gurney & Martin Moorberg- A Mile in Our Moccasins 

A short-film created by Indigenous youth. It is the films purpose to give insight into the realities 
and challenges faced by young people living with HIV. Please join us for a film screening, sharing 
circle, and group activities.  
 

Jeremy Jones- Culture as self-care 

This workshop will explore different avenues of culture and how we can utilise that in our day-

to-day life to look after our physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual well-being. Members 

from the LGBTQ2 Community are encouraged to join us to look at incorporating culture into 

your daily wellness plan. In addition this workshop will look at how outside factors (such as 

Residential School, Colonialism) have impacted the evolution of culture and what it looks like 

today.  

 

Breaking it down … with the Anti.Violence.Project 

Lies we are told about the planet and ourselves. In this session we will uncover lies that we are 

told that make us invisible, we will explore how we police each other’s gender and sexuality and 

we will imagine into a world where we can be our full selves.   Through art, talk and celebrating 

resistance we will break down systems of power and build up systems of love. All activities will 

be optional and changeable for folks of a range of abilities, neurodiversities and  other 

awesome ways of being in the world 

 

Eric Misener-Police & LGBT Interactions: The Tragedy & The Hopes 

Cst Eric Misener of Saanich Police will discuss the tragedies of how police have dealt with the 
LGBT in the past and how we are making progress.   There is hope for the future as police are 
making efforts to learn, listen and interact positively with those in the LGBT community.   This 
presentation will be interactive and will allow plenty of time for participants to ask questions 
about current police practices as well as life experiences of Cst Misener.    
 

 

 



Session D-1:00pm- 2:30pm 

Heather McKenzie-Queering Your Health: The Sexy Edition 

Queer sex is just as healthy as straight sex! And yet, we’re so rarely offered the opportunity to 

talk about it, or to see ourselves reflected in sexual health education. We want to change that! 

In this workshop, we will offer an opportunity for youth to connect around issues of sexual 

health with a seriously queer focus! Specifically, we will facilitate discussions around queer 

terminology, naming and validating all types of sex, negotiating boundaries and consent, and 

practical knowledge on sexually transmitted infections and navigating barriers! It will be 

interactive, discussion based, and FUN (there will be games)! We hope to create a safe space 

to talk about who we love, how we love, and the multitude of ways in which we can keep 

ourselves and those we care about safer. This workshop will be co-facilitated by a youth who 

has participated in the Queer Peers training series at AVI.” 

  NEEDS2-SEA  

The Suicide Education and Awareness (SEA) Program provides free suicide prevention 
education to students 
These workshops support meaningful conversations and help break the stigma and silence 
surrounding suicide and mental health. Participants will learn about the warning signs of 
suicide, about resources that are available to them and how to help themselves and others.  
 

Chase Blodgett-Gender & Sexuality Inclusion ADULTS AND SERVICE PROVIDERS ONLY 

This workshop is for adults and service providers. This session will provide training and 

information regarding gender and sexuality inclusion.  This session will provide the background 

language necessary for participants to engage with Transgender, Two-spirit and Non-

Binary individuals with confidence and sensitivity. Participants will develop an understanding of 

the differences between biological sex, sexual orientation, and gender Identity and will 

learn appropriate important tools to support individuals who self-identify on the gender 

spectrum. It will include dialogue and examples on how to make programs, facilities and 

community spaces more welcoming. 

Lulu Gurney & Martin Moorberg- A Mile in Our Moccasins 

A short-film created by Indigenous youth. It is the films purpose to give insight into the realities 
and challenges faced by young people living with HIV. Please join us for a film screening, sharing 
circle, and group activities.  
 
 


